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Oxford University Press. Hardcover. Condition: New. 288 pages. Dimensions: 9.3in. x 6.2in. x
0.9in.Between 1939 and 1945, the British public was spellbound by the martial endeavors and
dashing style of the young men of the RAF, especially those with silvery fabric wings sewn above the
breast pocket of their glamorous slate-blue uniform. Martin Francis provides the first scholarly
study of the place of the flyer in British culture during the Second World War. Examining the lives of
RAF personnel, and their popular representation in literary and cinematic texts, he illuminates
broader issues of gender, social class, national and racial identities, emotional life, and the creation
of a national myth in twentieth-century Britain. In particular, Francis argues that the flyers
relationship to fear, aggression, loss of his comrades, bodily dismemberment, and psychological
breakdown reveals broader ambiguities surrounding the dominant understandings of masculinity
in the middle decades of the century. Despite his star appeal, cultural representations of the flyer
encompassed both the gentle, chivalrous warrior and the uncompromising agent of destruction.
Paying particular attention to the romantic universe of wartime aircrew, Francis reveals the
extraordinary contrasts of their daily lives: dicing with death in the sky one moment, before sitting
down to...

READ O NLINE 
[ 2.46 MB  ]    

Reviews

A must buy book if you need to adding benefit. This really is for all those who statte that there had not been a really worth looking at. Your daily life period
will likely be change when you complete reading this publication.
-- V er onica  Ha uck DV M       

I just started o@ reading this article publication. Sure, it is actually perform, continue to an amazing and interesting literature. Your daily life period will be
transform as soon as you full reading this article pdf.
-- Dessie Ga ylor d   
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