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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 170 pages. Dimensions: 11.0in. x 8.5in. x
0.4in.As the proportion of older adults increases in the U. S. population, the prevalence of degenerative heart valve disease is also increasing. Calcific
aortic stenosis (narrowing) and ischemic and degenerative mitral regurgitation (leakage) are the most common valvular disorders in adults aged
70 years and older. For patients with severe valve disease, heart valve replacement involving open heart surgery can improve functional status and
quality of life. A variety of conventional mechanical and bioprosthetic heart valves are readily available. However, some individuals are considered
too high risk for open heart surgery. These patients may benefit from a less invasive procedure. Percutaneous heart valve replacement is a relatively
new interventional procedure involving the insertion of an artificial heart valve using a catheter, rather than through open heart surgery. The portal
of entry is typically either via the femoral vein or artery, or directly through the myocardium via the apical region of the heart. An expandable
prosthetic heart valve is delivered and deployed at the site of the diseased native valve. The percutaneous heart valve replacement procedure
usually takes less time to perform and is less invasive than open heart surgery. The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) has
commissioned this Technical Brief to: Describe the types of conventional and percutaneous heart valves now in use or in development and their
theoretical advantages and disadvantages for different patient populations; Describe the literature comparing various types of conventional heart
valves in adults and determine whether a systematic review of this literature is feasible and needed; Describe the literature evaluating percutaneous
heart valves in adults, including the patient populations and major outcomes studied to date; Describe implantation techniques for percutaneous
heart valves and...
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