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illustrated. 1997 Excerpt: . . . activity in the State. A recent survey showed that historic sites and museums are the most popular attractions for
visitors to Montana. Photography and wildlife viewing are other popular outdoor activities. Recreation and tourism will play an increasingly
significant role in Montanas economy in the coming years. The BLM is involved in several cooperative agreements to improve public land
management. The agency has signed numerous Memorandums of Understanding with private groups and with State, local, and Federal agencies to
address issues ranging from noxious weed management to the development of interpretive services at recreational areas. In 1995, the BLM signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with 10 other partners, including government agencies and private groups, to manage recreation on the upper
lakes of the Missouri River. These lakes--the Canyon Ferry, Hauser, and Holter--receive the highest recreational use of all water bodies in Montana--
more than 1 million visitor days annually. The potential for conflict among competing interests prompted this partnership, which seeks to manage
recreational opportunities in the area in a way that minimizes user conflicts and sustains ecological diversity. The BLM is involved in other successful
partnerships as well. One is the Richard E. Wood Watchable Wildlife Area. Located in north-central Montana, this area provides habitat for nesting
birds and wildlife. The BLM bought the property in 1990 and to ensure good stewardship of the area, reached management agreements with
Pheasants Forever; the State Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks; and local farmer James Woods. Another is the Schnell Ranch of western...
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