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starts from the premise that nature lies at the center of human existence, and takes readers on a compelling and, at times, wrenching journey from
the Florida Keys to the Texas Rio Grande, along marshy shorelines and majestic estuarine bays, profoundly beautiful and life-giving, though fated to
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empowered, sometimes to its own detriment, the ethnically diverse groups of a growing nation. Davis pageant of historical characters is vast,
including: the presidents who directed western expansion toward its shores, the New England fishers who introduced their own distinct skills to the
region, and the industries and big agriculture that sent their contamination downstream into the estuarine wonderland. Nor does Davis neglect the
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