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***x* Excerpt from Grand Army of the Republic: Its Birthplace and Christening at Decatur, Macon County, Illinois, April 6, 1866, Charter of Post There
will be nothing erected by this greatest of organizations to teach the coming generations the objects of its existence, to inspire them with a
patriotism fed by emulation of the heroism of the soldiers of the Union, as exemplified in monuments and memorial halls erected by them to
perpetuate the achievements of their valor. In twenty-five years the fifteen-year-old boy who enlisted in 1864 will be a gray-haired man, bent over
with the weight of sixty-seven years. In thirty years he will have passed the allotted years of the life of man. In twenty-five years a meeting of one
Grand Army Post will be held once in three months, or once a year, at some central place in each State, and a few enfeebled men will meet to
consult for the good of an order of which nothing will remain but a recollection of its glories. Those old men will have come down from past
generations. In thirty years it will, indeed, be a grand and glorious sight, at a National Encampment, to see two or three old men from each State
meet together to hear read only the lists of those who have been mustered out within one year. Let it be remembered that the ranks of the Grand
Army of the Republic can never be recruited. No one can enter this order who has not been a soldier of the Union. No one else ought ever to be
allowed to enter it. If others do, the grandeur of the Grand Army is...
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