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By Oscar Ryan, Edward Cecil-Smith

University of Ottawa Press, Canada, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand
New Book. This volume comprises a reprinting and gloss of the original text of the 1933 Communist
play Eight Men Speak. The play was banned by the Toronto police after its first performance,
banned by the Winnipeg police shortly thereafter and subsequently banned by the Canadian Post
Office. The play can be considered as one stage-the published text-of a meta-text that culminated in
1934 at Maple Leaf Gardens when the (then illegal) Communist Party of Canada celebrated the
release of its leader, Tim Buck, from prison. Eight Men Speak had been written and staged on
behalf of the campaign to free Buck by the Canadian Labour Defence League, the public advocacy
group of the CPC. In its theatrical techniques, incorporating avant-garde expressionist staging,
mass chant, agitprop and modernist dramaturgy, Eight Men Speak exemplified the vanguardist
aesthetics of the Communist left in the years before the Popular Front. It is the first instance of the
collective theatrical techniques that would become widespread in subsequent decades and
formative in the development of modern Canadian drama. These include a decentred narrative,
collaborative authorship and a refusal of dramaturgical linearity in...
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Reviews

A top quality ebook and also the font employed was interesting to read. This is for those who statte there was not a worth studying. Your life span will
probably be enhance when you total looking at this ebook.
-- B illy Chr istia nsen    

This is the greatest book i have got read through till now. I could possibly comprehended almost everything out of this published e book. Your daily life
span will probably be enhance the instant you total looking at this book.
-- B er na dette B a um ba ch        
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