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bandmaster Patrick Sarsfield Gilmore (1829-1892) was born in Ballygar, County Galway, in Ireland, and emigrated to the United States in 1848. He
settled in Boston, and soon established himself in the area as a virtuoso cornet player and bandleader, directing the Suffolk, Boston Brigade and
Salem bands. In 1858 he founded Gilmores Grand Boston Band and rapidly earned a reputation as one of the foremost bandmasters in the nation,
leading his band on several tours across the country. At the start of the Civil War he enlisted his band in the Union Army with the 24th Massachusetts
Volunteers, and shortly afterwards Governor Andrews tasked him with training and organizing all of the Massachusetts Militia bands. After the war,
General Banks asked him to organize a peace celebration. Gilmore relished his new role as an impresario, staging the large-scale National Peace
Jubilee in New Orleans (1869). He went on to present an even larger-scale World Peace Jubilee in Boston in 1872, an 18-day extravaganza
celebrating the end of the Franco-Prussian War and featuring 20, 000 chorus members and 2000 instrumentalists, including a number of famous
orchestras and bands from Europe. He moved to New York in 1873 to become the bandmaster of the acclaimed 22nd Regiment Band, a position he
held for the rest of his life. Gilmore continued to organize and present concerts on a grandiose scale, performing at the dedication of the Statue of
Liberty in 1886 and initiating the first Promenade Concert in America - the forerunner of the Boston Pops. In 1888 he and the 22nd Regiment Band
started the tradition of the annual New Years celebrations in Times Square. John Philip Sousa called Gilmore the Father of the...
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