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***x* Sometimes the strongest manacles in this life are the bonds forged from painful memories of a past so horrific, that they shackle and
incarcerate the very essence of one s soul.inevitably, the constraint is a life sentence. It s storming outside-I m talkin the kind of storm that produces
the little red stripe at the bottom of the TV, flashing warnings of impending doom and destruction on a scale of Armageddon. Yet, aside from the
frequent bomb blasts of thunder and techno-flashes of lightning, my hotel room is eerily quiet-almost deafeningly so. | lay prostrate on one of the
two queen-size beds, arms and hands paralyzed from being trapped under my limp, heavy carcass, hypnotized and mesmerized by the slow
seepage of blood spreading into the fibers of the duvet.it s my blood. This fact does not alarm me-yet, which that, in and of itself, tells me that all my
pistons aren t firing correctly. My vision is impaired by half. meaning my right eye is swollen shut, and I don t really remember why or how it got that
way at the moment. | am, on the other hand, well aware of the difficulty | m having drawing a deep breath. With what little strength | have-God, my
whole body hurts-I shift to my back and gasp! My clothes are torn and mutilated, draped across me in shreds like curtains in an old abandoned
house-weathered and forgotten. For a moment that seems to stretch on forever, | am numb, taking in the macabre scenery that is my body-bites
and bruises, blood and scratches, a hand-print on my hip, and a.Christ, what did he do to my breast? My...
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