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Cambridge Scholars Publishing, United Kingdom, 2009. Hardback. Condition: New. Unabridged edition. Language: English . Brand New Book. This
collection of essays, comprised of research first presented at the seventh annual Louisiana Conference on Literature, Language, and Culture,
explores one of the most pervasive, vexing, and alluring concepts in the Humanities, that of place. Including essays which encompass a broad range
of research fields and methodologies, from Geography to Cybernetics, it presents a cross-section of approaches aimed revealing the complex
cultural machinations behind what once may have seemed a static, one-dimensional topic. Investigations into the function of place as a force in
contemporary culture inevitably reveal a long history of the interplay between place and cultural product, between context and text . Just as
traditional cultures mythologize sacred spaces, so too has Western culture sanctified its own places through its literature. Imagined places such as
Faulker s Yoknapatawpha or Joyce s Dublin become the focus of conferences and festivals; authors homes, birthplaces, and gravesites are
transformed into sites of pilgrimage; locales created for television shows and movies become actual businesses catering to a public for whom the
line between fantasy and reality is increasingly blurred; and persisting through the great cultural shiFs of the past two hundred years is the popular
and romantic notion that words, performances, narratives, and even national identities are always in some way an expression of the places in
which they are created and set. With the idea of place foregrounded in so much contemporary discourse, this collection promises to enter into an
already lively debate and one which, due to its relevance to where we live and how we make sense of our own places within them, does not show
any signs of flagging.
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