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language: English, comment: Discussed are the structural, primary socio-economical causes for the collapse of the USSR. , abstract: The collapse of
the Soviet Union has been one of the most controversially discussed issuesamong historians and social scientists throughout the last decade.
Paradoxically the imminentcollapse of communism had been predicted frequently by Western observers during the earlyyears of the Bolshevik rule.
With the victory of the Second World War those voices weremuted and the West accomodated with the existence of an obviously stable, mighty
andeconomically expanding country.1 The breakdown of communism in 1991 had beenanticipated by few contemporary scholars, although the
majority were aware of the symptomsof a deep crisis.In this essay I will argue that in order to better understand the collapse of communismin the
Soviet Union, a central role must be given to the economy and its eIects on other areas.Most symptoms of the crisis and the ultimate breakdown of
the system can in fact beattributed to the impact of economic failure. Whereas, economic modernization was the motorof success in the early
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