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blusterous windy night in the early part of November, 1812, that three men were on the high road near to the little village of Grassford, in the south
of Devonshire. The moon was nearly at the full, but the wild scud, and occasionally the more opaque clouds, passed over in such rapid succession,
that it was rarely, and but for a moment or two, that the landscape was thrown into light and shadow; and the wind, which was keen and piercing,
bent and waved the leafless branches of the trees which were ranged along the hedgerows, between which the road had been formed.
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