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Tenth Annual Report of the Commissioner of Highways, Ontario, 1905, Vol. 5: Town Streets Much that has been said of England and Germany is
applicable to Italy, Belgium, Austria and other European countries. Coming to the United States, we find hundreds of similar organizations, Village
Improvement Associa tions, Municipal Improvement Associations, Municipal Art Associa tions, being among the more common names by which they
are known. Working in harmony with councils, these associations are productive of much good in all municipalities, small and great. In the United
States, the fundamental idea of these societies, in the smaller places, has been to clean up. Public streets, private lawns, back yards, are all objects of
reform. This accomplished, the creation of parks, open spaces, tree-planting, waterworks, and street lighting systems are all objects of attention. A
plan of the Hamilton Municipal Improvement Association has been to Offer prizes for the most carefully kept lawns and front gardens, and for the
best oral window decorations on certain of the principal residential Streets. Boards of Trade in a number of towns throughout the Province have
been active in municipal affairs, The co-operation of all these efforts with those of councils is most salutary in many ways, not the least being the
encouragement of a general interest and an intelligent understanding of local requirements and possibilities. To make the world a pleasanter place
than we find it is a laudable ambition. Finding expression through these channels. There is a wide field for Village Improvement Associations in this
respect. Municipal improvement associations are not at all so numerous here as in many parts of the United States and Europe, while the work to be
performed is...
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