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**xxx Excerpt from A Comprehensive Commentary on the Quran, Vol. 4: Comprising Sale s Translation and Preliminary Discourse, With Additional
Notes and Emendations In some manuscripts this chapter is entitled Worship or Adoration, because, says Sale, the infidels are herein commanded to
forsake the worship of idols and to worship God; but the thirty-second chapter bearing the same title, that which we have here prefixed is, for
distinction, generally used. According to Hisham, 186 (Coussin de Perc, i. 375 seq.), the design of Muhammad in enunciating the revelations of this
chapter was the conversion of Utba bin Rabia to Islam. This story accords well enough With the teaching of the chapter, but there is nothing in it to
bar the idea of a more general application. There is little in this chapter to distinguish it from other Makkan Suras, unless it be the vehemence with
which Muhammad asserts his own prophetic claims and the inspired character of the Quran. The Quran is declared to be the Word of God (vers. 1-3,
41, 42), which has been revealed in the Arabic language (vers. 2 and 44) in order that the Quraish might have no good excuse for rejecting it (ver.
44). The Quraish are, however, charged with having rejected it (vers. 3 and 4); but this was not to be regarded as affording any evidence of the
falsity of its claims, but rather of the contrary, inasmuch as the writings of Moses had met with similar treatment (ver. 45). About the Publisher
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