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Higgins Bay Publishing, 2014. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. The Kindness of the Hangman is the inspiring true
story of a young German boy, Henry Oster, and his struggle for survival against Nazi persecution, slave labor, starvation and the threat of
extermination. Henry Oster was just five years old, a wide-eyed boy from the beautiful ancient city of Cologne, Germany, when Adolf Hitler took
power in 1933. Even though Henry s father was a wounded, decorated German soldier in World War I, the Nazis cruel obsession with Jews turned the
Oster s lives into a spiral of persecution and desperation. Henry and his family were ostracized, vilified and brutalized. They were torn from their
home and deported to the infamous Lodz, Poland Ghetto, where desperate Jews were imprisoned on their way to the Nazi death camps. Henry
struggled to keep himself and his family alive and together in a world where the slightest misstep would earn them a date with the Ghetto hangman.
He worked crippling hours, scrounged and stole food, and hid his mother in a secret attic to avoid being captured in Nazi raids and shipped off to
the killing camps in the Polish countryside. A Gestapo deception finally pushed them onto a stifling, filth-ridden cattle car, on a ride to a place whose
name has come to symbolize the worst of humanity: Auschwitz. As others around him succumbed to the gas chambers, beatings, starvation and
disease, Henry Oster somehow found the strength to stay alive. He and 130 other boys were assigned to work in the Auschwitz stables, breeding
horses for the Russian invasion of the German war effort. He was put in charge of Barbarossa, a magnificent stallion, and was forced to help in the
violent process of breeding Barbarossa with the...
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