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Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.5in.The time was mid-afternoon, the date was January the 9th, in the year of our Lord 1569; and the good town of
Plymouth was basking in the hazy sunlight and mild temperature of one of those delightful days that occasionally visit the metropolis of the West
Country, even in mid-winter, under the beneficent influence of the Gulf Stream combined with a soft but enduring breeze from the south-south-east
charged with warm air from the Saharan desert and the Mediterranean. So mild and genial was the weather that certain lads, imbued with that
spirit of lawlessness and adventure which seems inherent in the nature of the young Briton, had conspired together to defy the authority of their
schoolmaster by playing truant from afternoon school and going to bathe in Firestone Bay. And it was while these lads were dressing, after revelling
in their stolen enjoyment, that their attention was attracted by the appearance of a tall ship gliding up the Sound before the soft breathing of the
languid breeze. That she was a foreign-going ship was evident at a glance, first from her size, and, secondly, from the whiteness of her canvas,
bleached by long exposure to a southern sun; and as she drew nearer, the display of flags and pennons which she made, and the sounds of trumpet,
fife, hautboy, and drum which floated down the wind from her seemed to indicate that her captain regarded his safe arrival in English waters as
something in the nature of a triumph. By the time that she had arrived abreast of Picklecombe Point the bathers had completely resumed their
clothing and, having climbed to the highest point within easy reach,...
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