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Forgotten Books, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from
Dissertation Sixth: Exhibiting a General View of the Progress of Mathematical and Physical Science, Principally From 1775 to 1850 The object. Of this
Dissertation has little in com men with an attempt formally to subdivide human knowledge into compartments, and to assign their boundaries with
metaphysical exactness. It is chie y in their practical bearing on one another that they must be considered. If one science, like Mathe maties, furnish
the only sure step towards the un derstanding or the enlargement of another, as Astro homy or Optics, a practical link is constructed be tween
them, which renders the progress of the one not independent of the progress of the other. The intimate and reciprocal connection thus subsisting
between Mathematics and Physics is to be found in almost an equal degree between Pure Physics and the Mechanical Arts, of which we take Civil
Engineer ing to represent the department most cognate to that of Natural Philosophy, of which this Disserta tion more especially treats. The history
of the last seventy or eighty years enforces this conclusion. The boundaries of Science and Art are as undefinable as those of fact and theory, or
those which separate the kingdoms of nature from one another. There are arts which can hardly be called scientific, and there are others which
have contributed more to the original stock of know ledge than they ever drew from it. These last are like the shoots of those tropical plants which
at first are mere buds upon the trunk, and are nourished solely by its juices, but which, when they reach the ground, plant themselves there, and
become not only the preps and stays of the parent...
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