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**xx* Excerpt from The History of England, Vol. 8: From the First Invasion by the Romans; To the Revolution in 1688 With pretensions so contradictory
both parties awaited the issue of the campaign, in the hope that some fortunate occurrence might give additional weight to their demands. A whole
year (so numerous were the difficulties raised, so opposite the interests to be consulted, ) passed away in the arrangement of the preliminaries; the
place of meeting, the powers to be admitted, the titles and rank which they were to assume, became subjects of endless discussion; and when at last
the congress was opened at Nimeguen, the place proposed by the king of England, it soon appeared that none of the parties (with the exception
perhaps of the States-General) sought to bring it to a conclusion. It was the object of Louis to break the confederacy, to negociate successively with
his different opponents, and to obtain by separate treaties, what he foresaw would be refused, as long as the confederates remained united. The
emperor and the queen regent of Spain, persuaded that England and Holland would never allow the Netherlands to pass into the possession of
France, placed their hopes on the prosecution of the war. They were encouraged by the counsels and influence of the prince of Orange; and all
three, instead of attending to the congress at Nimeguen, bent their efforts to draw the king of England, as an ally, into the war. They represented to
him that he held the destinies of Europe in his hands, and that, instead of the office of mediator, he might take upon himself to dictate the
conditions of peace. He...
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