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Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1910 Excerpt: .AND FRESH WATERS. INTBOD UCTION. Scientific investigations with
reference to aquatic life have always received liberal support and encouragement in the United States, alike from National, State, and private
organizations, and individuals of wealth. With its long stretches of sea-coast, facing the two great oceans, and extending from near the tropics far
beyond the Arctic Circle, and with its many large river systems and innumerable inland lakes, some more deserving of the name of inland seas, this
country possesses within its own domains abundant materials for the study of nearly every class of aquatic phenomena, and of nearly all the more
important groups of aquatic animals and plants. Since early times these subjects have furnished interesting problems of research to American
students of natural history, who, proportionately with the unparalleled growth of the country, have rapidly increased in numbers, and now
constitute a large working force. In consonance with this increase has been the advancement made in our knowledge of the aquatic fauna and flora
of the country, which are to-day quite well made out as regards their more characteristic features, notwithstanding that much of the information
we have regarding them is exceedingly superficial. Not less interesting in its way has been the development of methods of research, especially
during late years, in connection with marine explorations. The greater portion of the scientific work accomplished, aside from.purely anatomical
and physiological studies, has been subsidiary to explorations undertaken for practical purposes, and a history of such investigations...
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