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HALOS Saints Without Halos by ALVIN E. MAGARY ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS New York Nashville Preface THE NEW TESTAMENT WAS NOT
MEANT TO BE A TEXTUAL puzzle nor a battleground for rival exegetes. Neither was the purpose of its writers to create a standard treatise on system
atic theology nor to provide for the theologians a source of proof texts for their contending creeds. Their purpose, like that of their Master, was
completely practical. As he spoke to men, not as the scribes, but in the terms of common life, so these men meant to write plainly, for plain people,
in the plain language of their time. It was inevitable that with the errors of copyists, the changes that occur in the meaning of words, and the
difficulty of translating the speech of one age and nation into the language of another problems should arise, but the book itself is no problem. With
all the imperfections that result from the fallibility of men its meanings are clear to any reader who applies to it a reasonable degree of intelligent
and unbiased attention. We miss much of its beauty, its truth, and its monumental common sense because we open it with our minds stuffed full of
what men have said about it rather than with our minds receptive to what it has to say for itself. It is true that the New Testament writers dealt with
the soundless mysteries of God, but they dealt with them as they are present in the lives of ordinary people. The reason their writings are so vital
after centuries of change is that they were written with actual, living people in view people whose needs and...
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