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Oxford University Press Inc, United States, 2010. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 236 x 160 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. Many of the
most famous composers in classical music spent considerable periods in spa towns, whether taking in the waters, or searching for patrons among
the rich and influential clientele who frequented these pioneer resorts, or soaking up the relaxing and decadent ambience of these enchanted and
magical places. At Baden bei Wein, Mozart wrote his Ave Verum Corpus, and Beethoven sketched out his Ninth Symphony. Johannes Brahms spent
17 summers in Baden-Baden, where he stayed in his own specially-built composing cavern and consorted with Clara Schumann. Berlioz came to
conduct in Baden-Baden for nine seasons, writing his last major work, Beatrice and Benedict, for the town s casino manager. Chopin, Liszt, and
Dvorak were each regular visitors to Carlsbad and Marienbad. And it was in Carlsbad that Beethoven met Goethe. Concerts, recitals, and resident
orchestras have themselves played a major role in the therapeutic regimes and the social and cultural life of European and North American
watering places since the late eighteenth century. To this day, these spa towns continue to host major music festivals of the highest caliber, drawing
musicians and loyal audiences on both local and international levels. This book explores the music making that went on in the spas and watering
places in Europe and the United States during their heyday between the early- eighteenth and the mid-twentieth centuries. Music was a hugely
important part of the experience of taking a spa cure. Bands played during the early morning and late afternoon while people took the waters and
bathed. Spa orchestras and ensembles entertained those gathering socially or resting in assembly rooms, pump rooms and in gardens and parks. In
the evenings spa guests enjoyed...
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