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Taylor Francis Ltd, United Kingdom, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Translation. Language: English . Brand New Book. This book explores and
revisits the concept of sublimation, in its various aspects and implications that it has in theory and clinical psychoanalysis, and also in its broader
socio-cultural aspects. The basic assumption that aroused the author s interest in the topic is a certain surprise in observing how sublimation in
psychoanalysis is in general spoken about less in contemporary discourse: so is it an outdated concept, an endangered species? Does it belong to
the archaeology of psychotherapy? Or, on the contrary, is it so much a part of analytical practice and so well established and implicit in theory that
it is not necessary to discuss it any more? It is the prevailing opinion of the author that sublimation is nowadays expressed diBerently and has
undergone a sort of anthropological mutation, as has happened to several Freudian concepts with the changing historical and cultural
contexts.The present book looks at sublimation from various angles: it takes you through the history of the concept, its birth with Freud and post-
Freudian development; its implications and controversies in psychoanalytic theory and in the idea itself of psychoanalytic treatment; and its central
role in creativity and art, exploring for example the great successful sublimations of Leonardo da Vinci and Emily Dickinson.At the heart of the book
is contemporaneity and its contradictions: what is the place of sublimation in today s so-called postmodern or hypermodern culture? The question,
according to the author, is neither an idle one nor mere speculation: the existence of sublimation does not just coincide with the same
psychoanalytic theory as Freud thought but also involves the destiny itself of contemporary man, his chances of survival and of living psychically,
not squashed into consumerism, in the immediate...
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