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O. : For sale by the Supt. of Docs. , U. S. G. P. O. , 2007. LC Number: KF26 . J8 2007d OCLC Number: (OCoLC)124066550 Subject: Judges -- Selection and
appointment -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 11 man is not an attorney, he or she has the obligation to interpret the Constitution. So the idea of
criticism and disagreement is nothing new. I think that the scurrilous, really shameful remarks that you refer to are something that democracy has
learned to live with. Democracy is old. Plato and Aristotle wrote about it. But democracy, with the mass media, is still something were getting used
to. We still have to find the right tones so we have a civil, rational, respectful, prin-cipled dialog. Chairman L. But to go to a bottom line on that -
EAHY ENNEDY Justice K. And I, frankly, dont think judges are intimi-dated by some of these words. I think theyre improper, and coming from
attorneys, I think theyre wrong. Chairman L. But Chief Justice Rehnquist said, and said in EAHY a very straightforward way, Judges judicial acts may
not serve as a basis for impeachment, and then said, any other role would de-stroy judicial independence. Do you agree with that Of the judi-cial
acts Justice K. Of course. The first impeachment of Justice ENNEDY Chase established, again, a good separation of powers rule. The Constitution
does not say exactly the grounds of impeachment. It says the judges hold their oJices during good behavior. But it has been established and it is
part of our constitutional tradition that the decisions of the court, as you indicate, Mr. Chairman, are not the bases...
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