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*x Our societies are in deep trouble. Many say education can help the situation. Such a view unconsciously assumes that current education is
basically alright, though it may need some changes. It is not aright. It is failing our children. Others know that education is not working, and put
their hopes and dollars in education reform. But proposals to reform education come and go, replaced by others; nothing seems to work for long.
Why? For the author of Renewing the Sacred, William Barnes, reforms don t work because they do not go deep enough. We are renovating the
house, when the ground itself is giving way beneath our feet. Something great and new in education must be attempted. We must find a new
foundation for the house of education. Education must be transformed not reformed. That means something he calls spiritual education. Laying
out the model of spiritual education what the book is mainly about, but it s about more than just what can be done in schools. Part One of Renewing
the Sacred examines the larger contexts of nation and culture that schools are embedded in and which traditionally are meant to serve. He argues
that nations and cultures are exhausted and disintegrating. The chief reason for this is that our secular civilization is itself falling into chaos and
confusion, because its values no longer hold people together in common purpose. In fact, the entire secular, scientific, materialist world-view that
defines the modern temper is increasingly discredited as an interpretation of Reality. A discredited view of Reality challenges the purpose of most
schools at their deepest level. Some believe that the best response to the crisis of values...
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