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***** From the Introduction. That form of Philosophy which aims at the advancement of knowledge by the distinction of its incommensurable
provinces, thereby to avoid their possible confusion or perhaps negation, and to which the writer has ventured to suggest the name of Athetic (as
distinguished from Synthetic) and of which a primary basis is the incommensurability of certain Psychic and Cosmic provinces, has its general
groundwork indicated in twelve Axioms and six Postulates, which being, more or less, mutually dependent on or arising out of each other, are
placed together instead of in two separate divisions. This Philosophy is proposed with a practical, rather than with an abstract or theoretical view;
which latter may be urged as objections against some previous systems: incommensurability, as here understood, being proposed as reconciling
apparently conflicting provinces. The fact of incommensurability in relation to provinces of different essence, was suggested by the writer in a small
paper in 1882, but not published till 1904 as an Appendix to a small work in which the suggestion was thrown out that the solution of many psychic
and cosmic questions is possibly more likely to be found in the direction of incommensurability than in a rigid synthetical method. This Philosophy
may be viewed as a reaction from the disproportionate prominence at present accorded to the provinces of Physical science in comparison with the
rest; and, among other objects, aims at inducing an equal consideration of all provinces; or, as one of its Axioms puts it - No one Psychic or Cosmic
province should be considered independently of the rest, and without regard to their reciprocal influence on each other; all possibly being equally
importantin...
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