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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In the Popular Science Monthly for July, 1886, there was printed a somewhat miscellaneous assortment of customs
and superstitions under the title: Animal and Plant Lore of Children. This article was in the main composed of reminiscences of my own childhood
spent in Northern Ohio, though two or three friends of New England rearing contributed personal recollections. Seldom is a line cast which brings
ashore such an abundant catch as did my initial folk-lore paper. A footnote had, by the advice of a friend, been appended asking readers to send
similar lore to the writer. About seventy answers were received, from all sorts of localities, ranging from Halifax to New Orleans. These numerous
letters convinced me that there was even then, before the foundation of the national Society, a somewhat general interest in folk-lore, -not a
scientific interest, but a fondness for the subject-matter itself. Many who do not care for folk-lore as a subject of research are pleased to have
recalled to them the fancies, beliefs, and customs of childhood and early youth. A single proverb, superstition, riddle, or tradition may, by
association of ideas, act like a magic mirror in bringing back hundreds of long-forgotten people, pastimes, and occupations. And whatever makes
one young, if only for an hour, will ever fascinate. The greater number of those who kindly responded to the request for additional notes to my
animal and plant lore were naturally those of somewhat literary or scientific tastes and pursuits. Many letters were from teachers, many others
from physicians, a few from professional scientists, the rest from men and women of various callings, who had been pleased by suggestions that...
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