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suddenly blossomed forth in the middle of the nineteenth century, aDer a germinative period whose history can only be traced back with diEiculty,
but whose fruit ripened almost as soon as it appeared. Before the school was even fiDy years old, it constituted a quite independent, homogeneous
and extensive art. The case is so rare as to be at first disconcerting. It is not only the rapidity of growth which astonishes us, but also and especially
the general excellence and the distinctive qualities which are common to nearly all the works exemplifying this school. Nationalism has oDen been
put forward as a drawback to Russian music, and the claim of Glinka, BalakireE and Rimsky-KorsakoE, to have enriched their art-language by the
inclusion of folk-songs, has been treated by some critics merely in a humorous light. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
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