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Bloomsbury Publishing PLC, United Kingdom, 2016. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. Concern about the `decline of
community , and the theme of `community spirit , are internationally widespread in the modern world. The English past has featured many
representations of declining community, expressed by those who lamented its loss in quite diBerent periods and in diverse genres. This book
analyses how community spirit and the passing of community have been described in the past - whether for good or ill - with an eye to modern
issues, such as the so-called `loneliness epidemic or the social consequences of alternative structures of community. It does this through
examination of authors such as Thomas Hardy, James Wentworth Day, Adrian Bell and H.E. Bates, by appraising detective fiction writers, analysing
parish magazines, considering the letter writing of the parish poor in the 18th and 19th centuries, and through the depictions of realist landscape
painters such as George Morland. K. D. M. Snell addresses modern social concerns, showing how many current preoccupations had earlier
precedents. In presenting past representations of declining communities, and the way these aBected individuals of very diBerent political
persuasions, the book draws out lessons and examples from the past about what community has meant hitherto, setting into context modern
predicaments and judgements about `spirits of community today.
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