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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1894 Excerpt: .caves of Feddsy, known at the present day as the near catacombs,
and of the caves of Antdny, called the far catacombs. The number of the monks continued to increase, and they soon erected a small wooden
church aboveground, in the name of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, as well as cells for those who could not be contained in the caverns. At
the request of holy Antony, the prince gave the whole of the heights where the catacombs are situated to the brethren, and in 1062 a large new
monastery, surrounded by a stockade, was erected on tho spot where the Cathedral of the Assumption now stands. Thus was monastic life
introduced into Russia. The venerated monastery shared all the vicissitudes of the Mother of all Russian Cities in the wars of the grand princes and
the incursions of external enemies, such as Poles and Tatars. But aGer each disaster it waxed greater and more flourishing. Restored, aGer a
disastrous fire in 1718, by the zeal of Peter the Great and his successors, enriched by the gifts of all classes, the Ldvra now consists of six monasteries,
--like a university of colleges, --four situated within the inclosure, while two are at a distance of several versts, and serve as retreats and as places of
burial for the brethren. The catacombs, abandoned as residences on the construction of the cells aboveground, have not escaped disasters by
caving in. Drains to carry off the percolating water...
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