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*xxx Excerpt from Answer and Defence of Patrice De Janon, Late Professor of Spanish at West Point: To the Report and Statements to the President
of the United States, July 16, 1864 To the President of the United States: Sir: To beg to be heard in defence of our reputation and character is, |
believe, one of the most humiliating requests that the vicissitudes of fortune can exact of us. To defend our material rights and interests may move
our mental and physical energies, but to resist that which attacks our honor, appeals to the powers of the soul. But when these two propositions
become combined in one death struggle, while the doubts of the contest last, it renders the living rather the darker side of the grave. It is with
feelings approximating this extremity that | herein venture to review, and refute, as | think | shall, to the utmost satisfaction of your Excellency s
calm and solid judgment, the communication addressed to you under date of July 16, by General Richard Delafield, pretending to inform you of the
reasons why |, without complaint or reason stated to me, was dismissed from the Military Academy at West Point, as Professor of Spanish. In
entering upon the discharge of this oppressive dut3T, | shall aim to remember the respective positions of all parties, and not allow the sensibility of
deep and burning wrong to divert me from the path of fairness and truth. It is proper, | think, to note the fact, though such is not disclosed in the
report of General Delafield, that none of the matters therein referred to were of record or known to the...
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