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*xx Contemporary treatments of Calvin s political views often imply that he embraced a theocratic civil polity and that he was committed to holy
war doctrine. On the basis of the primary sources, the first half of this volume argues that neither position is correct. Calvin, in his political thought,
maintained the superiority of a republic as a civil polity. In addition, he placed himself firmly within the medieval just war tradition that was
established by Augustine of Hippo and later reaffirmed by Thomas Aquinas. In terms of his commitment to classical just war teaching, Calvin stood
in continuity with Martin Luther, even while he distanced himself from the holy war perspective of the Zurich Reformers Henry Bullinger and Peter
Martyr Vermigli. In the thinking of Calvin, a war could only be authorized by the state, not the church. War had to be prosecuted with humanity and
restraint, and not in the tradition of the medieval crusade. The second half of the book sets forth what Calvin actually believed on the matter of
government and war. Here we examine his teaching on parliamentary resistance to monarchical tyranny and the full dimensions of his
commitment to justice of war categories. Unlike Luther and Bullinger, Calvin provided a parliamentary remedy for the perennial evil of tyranny.
With Vermigli and Theodore Beza siding with Calvin on this right, a body of Reformed doctrine was established to which succeeding generations
could appeal for teaching, direction, and justification for taking up arms. It is clear that Calvin s political legacy is profoundly evident in the
American Revolutionary War and in the constitutional determination for a republic in the United States of America. Calvin s ecclesiastical
republicanism, as...
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