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the present anniversary, which is the conclusion of my first year of office as President of this
Institute, I propose to address a few words to you bearing on the object of the Institute, and on the
spirit in which, as I conceive, that object is best carried out. The highest aim of physical science is, as
far as may be possible, to refer observed phenomena to their proximate causes. I by no means say
that this is the immediate, or even necessarily the ultimate, object of every physical investigation.
Sometimes our object is to investigate facts, or to co-ordinate known facts, and endeavour to
discover empirical laws. These are useful as far as they go, and may ultimately lead to the
formation of theories which in the end so stand the test of what I may call cross-examination by
Nature, that we become impressed with the conviction of their truth. Sometimes our object is the
determination of numerical constants, with a view, it may be, to the practical application...
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Completely essential read publication. I am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never. You wont truly feel monotony at at any moment of
your time (that's what catalogs are for regarding should you question me).
-- Nels Runte IV  

Extremely helpful for all class of folks. I really could comprehended almost everything using this written e publication. You will not feel monotony at at any
time of the time (that's what catalogs are for about in the event you check with me).
-- Pr of . Melyna  Dooley V      
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