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from the year 2003 in the subject Politics - International Politics - Topic: European Union, grade: 9 of 10, The Hague University (The Hague School of
European Studies), course: European Regional Policy, 8 entries in the bibliography, language: English, comment: This Essay discusses the following
statement: 'The Committee of the Regions is an undemocratic, talking workshop, designed to give the impression of consultation and
decentralisation and to give failed politicians and ideas a resting home!' , abstract: The 222 members of the Committee of the Regions are not
directly elected by the people. The Council3appoints them for a four year term on proposal of the member states.4Each member state itself decides
how to chose the representatives in the CoR: Some of the countries, like Germany, Austria and, to a certain extend, Spain, leave this matter to the
regions and the municipalities themselves.50ne example, how the representatives can be elected, is to be seen in the German region (Land)
Schleswig-Holstein. Like in every German Land, the Landtag, the directly elected regional parliament, decides about the representative in the CoR. In
2001, the members of the parliament voted for minister-president Heide Simonis.6So, the directly elected members of the parliament decided who
should represent the people s interest on the European level. Indirectly, everybody had an influence on the decision by taking part on the regional
election. On the other hand, in some states, like France and the United Kingdom, the national government decides about the members of the
Committee of the Regions.7In the United Kingdom, the Foreign Office co-ordinates the list of its 24 full and alternate members in the Committee of
the Regions. Itis able...
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