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John and Jonathan Now John in his youth had been the terror of all the neigh bors on account of his great strength and courage, and they had
often appealed to him to decide their quarrels, which thankless task he had sometimes undertaken to settle by the gentle persuasion of a strong arm
backed by a powerful bulldog. Attempts had been made at various times to get hold of his island, which was not very large, but always without
success, for his dog was ever on the alert; and that sagacious animal always barked very loud whenever an enemy came near. Once, however, John
came very near being despoiled by a Spanish merchant, who lived on the Opposite shore, and who at the time was powerful and wealthy. He,
thinking to take him unawares, sent a number of men in boats to dispossess him of his island, - and no doubt thought he had a sure thing of it; but
fortunately for John the dog barked before they could get to shore, which awakened him, he being asleep at the time. So he jumped up, and
hearing their war song, soon collected a number of his tenantry, and set out in some of his small boats to meet them; when after some hard knocks
he had the good fortune to swamp several of them, which frightened the others to such an extent that they made home again; but before they could
get back most of them were lost in a storm. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find
more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work....
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