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DEST ROYER OF T HE GODS: EARLY C HRIST IAN DIST INC T IVENESS IN T HE ROMAN WORLD       

Baylor University Press. Paperback. Condition: New. 304 pages. Silly, stupid, irrational, simple. Wicked, hateful, obstinate, anti-social. Extravagant,
perverse. The Roman world rendered harsh judgments upon early Christianity--including branding Christianity new. Novelty was no Roman
religious virtue. Nevertheless, as Larry W. Hurtado shows in Destroyer of the gods, Christianity thrived despite its new and distinctive features and
opposition to them. Unlike nearly all other religious groups, Christianity utterly rejected the traditional gods of the Roman world. Christianity also
oBered a new and diBerent kind of religious identity, one not based on ethnicity. Christianity was distinctively a bookish religion, with the
production, copying, distribution, and reading of texts as central to its faith, even preferring a distinctive book-form, the codex. Christianity insisted
that its adherents behave diBerently: unlike the simple ritual observances characteristic of the pagan religious environment, embracing Christian
faith meant a behavioral transformation, with particular and novel ethical demands for men. Unquestionably, to the Roman world, Christianity was
both new and diBerent, and, to a good many, it threatened social and religious conventions of the day. In the rejection of the gods and in the
centrality of texts, early Christianity obviously reflected commitments inherited from its Jewish origins. But these particular features were no longer
identified with Jewish ethnicity and early Christianity quickly became aggressively trans-ethnic--a novel kind of religious movement. Its ethical
teaching, too, bore some resemblance to the philosophers of the day, yet in contrast with these great teachers and their small circles of dedicated
students, early Christianity laid its hard demands upon all adherents from the moment of conversion, producing a novel social project. Christianitys
novelty was no badge of honor. Called atheists and suspected of political subversion, Christians earned Roman disdain and suspicion in equal
amounts. Yet, as Destroyer of the gods demonstrates, in an irony...
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Book Condition: Brand New. Book Condition: Brand New.
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Book Condition: Brand New. Book Condition: Brand New.
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In d ex to  th e C lassif ied  Su b ject C atalo gu e o f  th e Bu Balo  L ib rary ;  Th e Wh o le Sy stem Bein g A d o p ted  f ro m th e                                                 
C lassif icatio n  an d  Su b ject In d ex o f  M r.  M elv i l  Dew ey ,  w ith  So me M o d if icatio n s .                             
Rarebooksclub.com, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book *****
Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually...
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Tw o  Treatises:  Th e P earle o f  th e Go sp ell,  an d  th e P ilgrims P ro f essio n  to  Wh ich  Is  A d d ed  a Glasse f o r                                              
Gen tlew o men  to  Dresse Th emselu es By .  b y  Th o mas Tay lo r P reach er o f  Go d s Wo rd  to  th e To w n e o f  R ed in g.                                                
( 1624- 1625) 
Proquest, Eebo Editions, United States, 2010. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book
***** Print on Demand *****.EARLY HISTORY OF RELIGION. Imagine holding history in your hands. Now...
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