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**xxx Excerpt from Nomination of Dharmendra K. Sharma to Be Administrator of the Research and Special Programs Administration, U. S.
Department of Transportation: Hearing Before the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation United States Senate, One Hundred Third
Congress, Second Session, June 14, 1994 The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:35 p.m., in room SR-253 of the Russell Senate Office Building,
Hon. J. James Exon, presiding. Staff members assigned to this hearing: Clyde J. Hart, Jr., senior counsel, and Rebecca A. Kojm, professional staff
member; and Emily J. Gallop, minority professional staff member. Opening Statement of Senator Exon Senator Exon. The committee please will
come to order. | am pleased to call the Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee to order today. We have two major items on our
agenda. Itis going to be complicated somewhat by a series of votes. The first vote | expect to be about 3 o clock. So, we will try to work around that.
Our first order of business is the nomination of Dr. Sharma for the position of Administrator of the Research and Special Programs Administration,
RSPA, of the U.S. Department of Transportation. Although it is a small agency, RSPA is one of the Department of Transportation s most important
Departments. This agency deals with the most technical, sensitive, and dangerous issues in modern transportation. The agency s work, especially in
the area of pipeline safety and hazardous materials to which this committee has devoted a great deal of time, has life or death consequences for
the public. Dr. Sharma is a distinguished scientist and engineer. He has authored and coauthored more than 40 papers on subjects such as...
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