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Pedagogy, Didactics, Literature Studies, printed single-sided, grade: 1,8, University of Basel, 12
entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Abstract: Chat rooms are very popular
passé-temps today, since the internet has been available in most parts of the world. Due to this
development in communication technology, a new linguistic field emerged and through the new
circumstances, linguistic innovations occur. This paper will focus on the language features in chat
rooms. Important linguistic terms will first be introduced and later applied on the retrieved data. A
relevant point is the dichotomy of written and spoken language and the position of chat language
in this frame. In the analysis, the core elements of style are components from orthography
(colloquial language, punctuation and majuscules), morphology (shortenings) and finally
pragmatics (interjections, iterations and emoticons) and how the chat users handle with the
technological restrictions. Finally, nicknames represent the chatters identity; their function and
usage are discussed. In 2007 we are in the centre of a very exciting development, where
multimedia...
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