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Spanish Florida, was one of the earliest discovered and explored of the territories now constituting the United States. But without metallic treasures
to tempt Spanish cupidity, and unknown to the colonizing nations on the North Atlantic, this region long remained unsettled. By mistake a company
of Frenchmen under La Salle landed in 1685 on the Texan coast, and made a settlement, which four years later perished in blood. Next, moved by
jealousy, came the Spaniards and occupied Texas by a system of presidios and missions till the triumph of the Mexican Revolution in 1821. Nothing
remained of the efforts of France at colonizing Texas save the shadowy memory of a few great names like La Salle, St. Denis, and La Harpe. The
chief impress of Spain upon Texas was in geographical names; and besides these, there was at the end of Spanish rule only feeble settlements
around the presidios, and a few stately mission ruins to tell the story of the unavailing labors of the Franciscans. Retrogression had long set in
before the coming of the Anglo-American. Austin s Original Three Hundred were the first to inaugurate permanent settlement. The descendants of
the home-builders on the Atlantic and in the Mississippi valley were the first home-seekers in Texas. And it was they who builded and compacted the
Republic of Texas, developing into orderly communities and uniting for defense against the encroachments of tyranny....
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