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Government Series from The main ingredient in natural gas is methane, a gas (or compound)
composed of one carbon atom and four hydrogen atoms. Millions of years ago, the remains of
plants and animals (diatoms) decayed and built up in thick layers. This decayed matter from plants
and animals is called organic material-it was once alive. Over time, the sand and silt changed to
rock, covered the organic material, and trapped it beneath the rock. Pressure and heat changed
some of this organic material into coal, some into oil (petroleum), and some into natural gas-tiny
bubbles of odorless gas. Discussions of US and global energy supply refer to oil, natural gas, and
coal using several terms that may be unfamiliar to some. The terms used to describe different types
of fossil fuels have technically precise definitions, and misunderstanding or misuse of these terms
may lead to errors and confusion in estimating energy available or making comparisons among
fuels, regions, or nations. Natural gas provided about 22 of US energy requirements...
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