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The Strange Career of William Ellis: The Texas
Slave Who Became a Mexican Millionaire
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By Karl Jacoby

WW Norton Co, United States, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Language: English . Brand
New Book. To his contemporaries in Gilded Age Manhattan, Guillermo Eliseo was a fantastically
wealthy Mexican, the proud owner of a luxury apartment overlooking Central Park, a busy Wall
Street office, and scores of mines and haciendas in Mexico. But for all his obvious riches and his
elegant appearance, Eliseo was also the possessor of a devastating secret: he was not, in fact, from
Mexico at all. Rather, he had begun life as a slave named William Ellis, born on a cotton plantation
in southern Texas during the waning years of King Cotton. After emancipation, Ellis, capitalizing on
the Spanish he learned during his childhood along the Mexican border and his ambivalent
appearance, engaged in a virtuoso act of reinvention. He crafted an alter ego, the Mexican
Guillermo Eliseo, who was able to access many of the privileges denied to African Americans at the
time: traveling in first-class train berths, staying in upscale hotels, and eating in the finest
restaurants. Eliseo s success in crossing the color line, however, brought heightened scrutiny in its
wake as he became the intimate of political and business leaders on...
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This publication may be really worth a go through, and a lot better than other. It really is full of knowledge and wisdom Its been printed in an exceptionally
easy way in fact it is simply after i finished reading this publication by which basically modified me, affect the way i really believe.

-- Troy Dietrich DDS

A whole new e book with a new perspective. | could comprehended almost everything using this written e ebook. | am very happy to inform you that here is
the greatest ebook i have read in my very own life and may be he best publication for ever.

-- Dee Halvorson
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