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**xxxx Excerpt from A Brief Guide to the Literature of Shakespeare In selecting an edition of a classic two qualities should be looked for as essential, -
legibility and durability. It will generally be found that where a publisher has paid some attention to these two points a third quality - beauty - hardly
less essential than the other two will have been attained. Publishers sometimes sacrifice legibility to secure a decorative effect on the page, by using
very light or very heavy type, or type of peculiar design. No amount or kind oi decorative effect will compensate for the use of a type difficult to
read. A book which has sacrificed its legibility has lost the only excuse it ever had for existence. The Roman type now generally used is the most
easily read. All of the editions of Shakespeare mentioned below are printed in some form of this type differing chiefly in size. Eight point or under is
so small as to be rather difficult to read. Type above twelve point is apt to tire the eyes. Legibility further depends on the leading or spacing between
the lines and on the quality of the ink and paper. The strength or durability of a volume depends on the paper and binding. It should be
remembered that the price at which a volume is sold exerts a great influence on all these points. Paper that would be excellent in a volume costing
fifty cents would be poor in a five dollar book. Shakespeare s writings are so extensive, that to print them in a single volume means either a type so
small as to be read with difficulty...
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