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0.lin.Heart of Darkness (1899) is a novella by Polish-British novelist Joseph Conrad, about a voyage up the Congo River into the Congo Free State, in
the heart of Africa, by the storys narrator Marlow. Marlow tells his story to friends aboard a boat anchored on the River Thames, London, England.
This setting provides the frame for Marlows story of his obsession with the ivory trader Kurtz, which enables Conrad to create a parallel between
London and Africa as places of darkness. Central to Conrads work is the idea that there is little difference between so-called civilised people and
those described as savages; Heart of Darkness raises important questions about imperialism and racism. Originally published as a three-part serial
story in Blackwoods Magazine, Heart of Darkness has been variously published and translated into many languages. In 1998, the Modern Library
ranked Heart of Darkness as the sixty-seventh of the hundred best novels in English of the twentieth century. Plot summary Aboard the Nellie,
anchored in the River Thames near Gravesend, England, Charles Marlow tells his fellow sailors about the events that led to his appointment as
captain of a river steamboat for an ivory trading company. As a child, Marlow had been fascinated by the blank spaces on maps, particularly by the
biggest, which by the time he had grown up was no longer blank but turned into a place of darkness. Yet there remained a big river, resembling an
immense snake uncoiled, with its head in the sea, its body at rest curving afar over a vast country and its tail lost in the depths of the land. The
image of this river on the map fascinated Marlow as a...
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