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Every one who has been to school and still remembers what he was taught there, knows that Rugen is the biggest island Germany possesses, and
that it lies in the Baltic Sea off the coast of Pomerania. Round this island | wished to walk this summer, but no one would walk with me. It is the
perfect way of moving if you want to see into the life of things. It is the one way of freedom. If you go to a place on anything but your own feet you
are taken there too fast, and miss a thousand delicate joys that were waiting for you by the wayside. If you drive you are bound by a variety of
considerations, eight of the most important being the horses legs. If you bicycle-but who that loves to get close to nature would bicycle? And as for
motors, the object of a journey like mine was not the getting to a place but the going there. Successively did | invite the most likely of my women
friends, numbering at least a dozen, to walk with me. They one and all replied that it would make them tired and that it would be dull; and when |
tried to remove the first objection by telling them how excellent it would be for the German nation, especially those portions of it that are still to
come, if its women walked round Rugen more often, they stared and smiled; and when | tried to remove the second by explaining that by our own
spirits are we deified, they stared and smiled more than ever.
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