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***¥** BEING more anxious to show the spirit of the late pontificate than to write a full catalogue of its achievements, | have passed lightly over all but
the greater incidents in this history of a quarter of a century of battles. Perhaps a rapid story may be acceptable to many Catholic readers who find
fuller biographies too long and too costly. NEVER since the days of Hildebrand has the Church seen so remarkable a pontificate as that which has
just closed. The long reign of Pius IX., far exceeding in duration that of any of his predecessors, and surpassing even the traditional years of Peter
which a popular prediction declared that no pope should ever see, was crowded with momentous political events, involving the most important
changes in the condition of a large part of the civilized world, and in nearly all these changes the Sovereign Pontiff was the central figure. Ideas
which were just beginning to ripen into action at the time of his birth became the ruling force of Europe before the close of his career. The ancient
society of Christian nations was broken up. Christendom as a political entity ceased to exist. A new order of civilization, founded on new principles,
took its place. In all these vicissitudes the Roman See was the one institution which suffered no change. Time and time again has it seemed to be the
pivot around which moved the revolutions of a world. And the part of Pius IX. in this turmoil of transformation was no less strange than eventful.
The early years of his pontificate showed that there was no reasonable liberty of which the Church might not be...
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