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**xxx Excerpt from Token of a Nation s Sorrow: Addresses in the Congress of the United States, and Funeral Solemnities on the Death of John Quincy
Adams, Who Died in the Capitol at Washington, on Wednesday Evening, February 23, 1848 The circumstances connected with the death of the
venerable Representative from Massachusetts were so peculiar, that we deem it proper to register them in this Token of a nation s sorrow - this frail
tribute of respect to the memory of departed worth. Though he had been quite feeble for the last year, Mr. Adams entered the Hall of the House of
Representatives on Monday, the 21st of February, in his usual health and spirits. When the House had been in session about an hour, the yeas and
nays being ordered on a question, he responded in a voice unusually clear, and with more than ordinary emphasis. The painful scene that followed
is thus described with accuracy and feeling in the National Intelligencer of the next morning: Just after the yeas and nays were taken on a question,
and the Speaker had risen to put another question to the House, a sudden cry was heard on the left of the chair, Mr. Adams is dying! Turning our
eyes to the spot, we beheld the venerable man in the act of falling over the left arm of his chair, while his right arm was extended, grasping his desk
for support. He would have dropped upon the floor had he not been caught in the arms of the member sitting next to him. A great sensation was
created in the House; members from all quarters rushing from their seats and...
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