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Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: .fever of contention with my guardian, yet, on the other hand, as a boy
so passionately fond of books, and dedicated to the intellectual pursuits, I could not fail to have enjoyed many happy hours in the midst of general
dejection. I wept as I looked around on the chair, hearth, writing table and the familiar objects, knowing too certainly that I had looked upon them
for the last time. While I write, this is eighteen years ago: and yet at this moment I see distinctly, as if it was but yesterday, the lineaments and
expressions of the object on which I fixed my parting gaze; it was a picture of the lovely which hung over the mantlepiece; the eyes and mouth of
which were so beautiful, and the whole countenance so radiant wilh benignity and divine tranquility that I had a thousand times laid down my pen,
or my book, to gather consolation from it as a devotee from his patron saint. While I was gazing upon it, the deep tones of--clock proclaimed it was
four o clock. I went to the picture, kissed it, and then gently walked out and closed the door forever. Certainly Mr. Shelly is right in his notion about
old age unless powerfully counteracted by all sorts of opposite agencies. It is a miserable corrupter and blighter of the gentle charities of the human
heart. So true it is, in the language of a wise man, whose own experience had...
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