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***** lvan had plenty of everything-three horses, with one colt, a cow with calf, and fifteen sheep. The women made the men s clothes, and in
addition to performing all the necessary household labor, also worked in the field; while the men s industry was confined altogether to the farm.
What was left of the previous year s supply of provisions was ample for their needs, and they sold a quantity of oats sufficient to pay their taxes and
other expenses. Thus life went smoothly for Ivan. The peasant s next-door neighbor was a son of Gordey Ivanoff, called Gavryl the Lame. It once
happened that Ivan had a quarrel with him; but while old man Gordey was yet alive, and Ivan s father was the head of the household, the two
peasants lived as good neighbors should. If the women of one house required the use of a sieve or pail, they borrowed it from the inmates of the
other house. The same condition of affairs existed between the men. They lived more like one family, the one dividing his possessions with the other,
and perfect harmony reigned between the two families.
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