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contemporary critiques of British famine policy, Nally argues that land confiscations and plantation schemes paved the way for the reordering of
Irish political, social, and economic space. According to Nally, these colonial policies undermined rural livelihoods and made Irish society more
vulnerable to catastrophic food crises. he traces how colonial ideologies generated negative evaluations of Irish destitution and attenuated calls to
implement traditional anti-famine programs. The governments failure to take action, born out of an indifference to the suffering of the Irish poor,
amounted to an avoidable policy of letting die. Acts of official wrongdoing, Nally charges, can also be found in the British governments attempt to
use the Famine as a lever to accelerate socioeconomic change. Even before the Famine reached its deadly apogee, an array of social commentators
believed that Irelands peasant culture was fundamentally incommensurable with Enlightenment values of human progress. To the economists and
public officials who embraced this dehumanizing logic, the potato blight was an instrument of cure that would finally regenerate what was seen to
bea...
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