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Roads -- United States -- Finance. Excerpt: . . . get request includes a 29. 3 billion obligation limitation for the Federal-aid Highways Program. This is
a 2. 5 billion cut compared to the 31. 8 billion that Congress just passed less than 2-weeks ago in the Omnibus Appropriations bill. It appears that the
Administration has not yet heard the resounding support that the Senate has for our nations infrastructure by sending up a budget number that
does not even reach the FY2003 levels of funding. To illustrate the level of support within the Senate for higher levels of funding, I have a letter which
has been signed by 63 Senators and counting to the Senate Budget Committee, the Senate Finance Committee and our Leaders saying that 29. 3
billion is inadequate to enable the Congress to pass the reauthorization of TEA-21. 29. 3 billion is inadequate to even get a bill out of this committee.
My own state of Missouri has the 3rd worst roads in the nation, with 59 percent of its major roads in either poor or mediocre condition, and
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longer structurally deficient. The needs of Missouri fall in line with the Department of Transportations recently released Conditions and Performance
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