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historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from
the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1871 Excerpt: . . . in ships laden with coal than in heaps of that mineral placed upon the ground of the
same cubical measure. Jambs Bastn. (. ) It is caused by the decomposition of iron pyrites which ought to be separated and taken out before the
coals are shipped. John R. Liddell. 2nd Question. --Why does one ship burn from that cause and dozens of others laden from the same pit at nearly
the same time arrive safely at their destination Answers. (a. ) Some cargoes may contain more sulphur than others and salt water may get amongst
the coals during the voyage. Thos. E. Forstek. (6. ) So far as the coal itself is concerned, there cannot be any great diFerence in the quality of that
raised from any one pit or coal seam from day to day, except in the care taken to pick out all the pyrites, or other foreign matter, which also has a
tendency to produce spontaneous combustion. The greatest diFerence will be found in the relative condition of the ships themselves, in regard to
their water-tight conditions, especially in their decks and topsides, which in heavy weather may admit more or lees water upon the surface of the
cargo, as well as the care with which the bilge water is pumped out. James Easton. (c. ) One cargo may contain the pyrites and others not, all
depends on the cleaning of the coals. John R. Liddrll. 3rd Question. --Is ventilation of the coal...
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