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Widdershins is a collection of Oliver Onions short stories, . Onions was supposedly a meticulous writer, writing and rewriting and rerewriting,
changing words repeatedly until he felt that things were just right. And his attention to detail does indeed show. All the stories in this volume are
impeccably written, with wonderful attention to detail, sensuous mood, and finely modulated suspense. None of the tales in this book are what |
would call especially scary, especially by modern standards of violence and shock and grue, but all are fascinating and eminently readable. The
main feature of all eight creepy little tales in this collection is that the supernatural element in each of them can be otherwise explained; that is, the
ghosts or other strange happenings that we read of can be seen as being merely mental aberrations of the protaganist. The collection starts off with
a bang with The Beckoning Fair One, one of the most oft-anthologized horror tales. This ghost story has been called one of the best in the English
language by such luminaries as Algernon Blackwood and H. P. Lovecraft, and who am | to argue with them? The tale is certainly the best in the
Widdershins collection, and concerns an author who moves into a deserted house and starts to become influenced by its ghostly female occupant?
Or.is it just in his mind? In Phantas, one of the survivors of an 18th century sinking galleon sees a vision of a 20th century ship as his own boat slips
beneath the waves. Or.does he really? Rooum is the tale of an old engineer who complains of a phantom that constantly races up behind him and...
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